
THE TUTORIUM
at the University of Illinois Chicago

English Language and Support for 
International Students and Partners



WHAT WE OFFER
Existing Open-Enrollment Programs
	 Intensive English Program
	 The Tutorium’s main offering, for international students coming to the U.S. to quickly build 
	 English proficiency.

	 TESOL Professional Development Series
	 An online program that prepares instructors to teach English to speakers of other languages.

Private, Customizable Programs
	 	 Professional Communication for Specific Fields (Business, Engineering, Law, other  
		  custom topics)
	 	 Chicago, Communication, and Culture - Study Abroad in Chicago
	 	 TESOL Teacher Training
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CHOOSE YOUR PATH TO UNIVERSITY STUDY
Three Pathways to a UIC Degree through the Tutorium 
For more than 40 years, our experienced staff and instructors have helped students of all levels, 
from all backgrounds, learn English to achieve their academic, professional and personal goals.

P AT H  1
Undergraduate  

Students

P AT H  2
Graduate  
Students

P AT H  3
Begin with English

Apply to a Degree Later

S T E P  1
Apply to a UIC  

undergraduate degree.

S T E P  1
Apply to a UIC  

graduate degree.

S T E P  1
Apply to UIC Tutorium  

Intensive English Program.

S T E P  2
Enroll in the  

UIC Accelerator  
program.

S T E P  2
Submit your English proficiency 
test results (e.g., TOEFL, IELTS, 
ELPA) with your application for 

departmental review.

S T E P  2
Apply to UIC undergraduate  

or graduate program.

S T E P  3
Strengthen your  

language skills while  
earning credit  

towards a degree.

S T E P  3
For lower proficiency scores,  

UIC Tutorium offers  
1) Grad+ Professional Skills 

(Full Admission) or  
2) Intensive English Pre-Grad 

(Deferred Admission).

S T E P  3
Study to meet your  

proficiency requirements.

S T E P  4
B E G I N  Y O U R  D E G R E E  P R O G R A M

Make Admissions Easier:
Use the UIC Tutorium English Language Proficiency Assessment (ELPA) instead of the  
TOEFL or IELTS tests.

Why Take Tutorium’s ELPA?
		 Convenience: No need to register months in advance or travel far—take ELPA directly  
		  through the Tutorium.
		 Affordable: A fee ($135) covers the assessment—no hidden costs.
		 Discounted rate for Tutorium students: Tutorium students receive a $25 discount  
		  after completing courses.
		 Flexible: Reschedule easily with 24 hours’ notice. A $50 fee applies for late changes   
		  or missed appointments.
		 Direct pathway to UIC admission: Designed specifically for UIC applicants,  
		  eligibility is confirmed with the Office of Admissions.



INTENSIVE  ENGLISH  PROGR AM
Your path to UIC starts with the Tutorium IEP
As part of UIC, the Tutorium can help you progress from full-time study in our Intensive English Program 
to an undergraduate or graduate degree at UIC. Here are some of the paths the Tutorium offers:
	 	 Apply to our IEP first, then apply to a UIC program while studying in our IEP.
	 	 Apply to UIC and use the Tutorium ELPA in place of the TOEFL or IELTS. Depending on 
		  your ELPA score, you could receive full or deferred admission to UIC with one of the 
		  Tutorium’s support programs.

IEP Schedule
8:30 a.m. – 3:10 p.m. CDT Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

morning reading & writing reading & writing reading & writing reading & writing

lunch break lunch break lunch break lunch break

afternoon listening & speaking listening & speaking listening & speaking listening & speaking

Schedule details tie.uic.edu/intensive-english/intensive-english-courses

IEP Calendar - 5 possible start dates
start end application deadline

fall mid August early December mid July

fall mid-term mid October early December early September

spring mid January early May early December

spring mid-term early March early May late January

summer mid May late July early April

Schedule details tie.uic.edu/apply/schedule-start-dates/#intensive-english-dates

Intensive English Program Overview
•	 The Intensive English Program (IEP) has five levels, each completed in one semester. 
•	 Fall and spring semesters are 16 weeks, divided into two 8-week terms (A and B). 
•	 Students can start in Term A or Term B during fall and spring; summer semester (12 weeks)  
	 has limited start options. 
•	 Full-time students (18+ hrs/week in-person) receive an I-20 from UIC’s Office of  
	 International Services (OIS).

“I loved UIC Tutorium program! The teachers were great. I did just one 
medium-intermediate level session in the Spring, which was enough for me  
to start taking undergraduate classes at a community college in the Fall 
of the same year.  I learned so much in a very short time. Excellent English 
program as I am now a nurse and in grad school :). I am very proud to say that I 
went to one of the best ESL classes in Chicago. I would definitely recommend it”

J A Q U E L I N E  S I L V A   |   B R A Z I L   |   N U R S E  A N D  F O R M E R  S T U D E N T

http://tie.uic.edu/apply/schedule-start-dates/#intensive-english-dates


OPTIONS FOR UIC GR ADUATE APPLICANTS
The Tutorium has partnered with UIC’s Graduate College to provide flexible pathways for 
admitting highly qualified international students.

After applying to a UIC graduate program, your department will review your application and 
English proficiency scores. Based on your results, the department can recommend one of 
two supportive options through UIC Tutorium: Grad+ Professional Skills or Intensive English 
Pre-Grad (IEP). These two options are designed to help you meet your English language 
requirements while preparing for academic success.

UIC also offers the English Language Proficiency Assessment (ELPA) - a convenient alternative 
to external English testing. Save time by taking the ELPA directly through the Tutorium.

Grad + Professional Skills
If you’re an international student admitted to a UIC graduate program, you can strengthen 
your academic and professional journey with our Advanced Professional Skills courses. These 
support courses are taken alongside your graduate coursework (9 credit hour or more) and are 
designed to help non-native English speakers:

	 	 Sharpen communication skills for U.S. professional settings
	 	 Gain confidence in presentations, writing, and collaboration
	 	 Prepare for success in a global workforce

Intensive English Pre-Grad
If you are not ready to jump into a UIC graduate program yet, start with our Intensive English 
Program (IEP) - a full-time program designed to help you improve your English skills. Through 
expert instruction, you’ll develop the academic English skills needed for graduate-level coursework. 
After successfully completing our IEP, students transition into a UIC graduate program.



 TESOL
Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages

EMPOWER THE WORLD THROUGH LANGUAGE: 
START YOUR TESOL JOURNEY TODAY!
The Tutorium Online TESOL Professional Development Series is a set of three online courses 
designed to prepare instructors, with or without prior experience, to teach English to speakers 
of other languages. The full program takes approximately 135 hours to complete and requires 
a participant to find and complete a 10-hour teaching practicum. Participants in the Chicago 
area might be able to complete  the practicum at the Tutorium.

PROGRAM  
HIGHLIGHTS

WHY CHOOSE  
TESOL AT UIC?

CAREER  
OUTCOMES

Comprehensive Curriculum:
Learn practical 

teaching strategies and 
linguistic theory

Recognized worldwide  
for excellence  

in teacher training

Teach English to speakers  
of  other languages in 
schools, colleges, or 

corporate settings

Hands-On Experience:  
Build confidence through 

real-world teaching 
practicums

Flexible online classes for  
working professionals

Develop ESL curricula  
or work in language policy  

and advocacy

Global Career Opportunities:
Prepare for teaching roles  

locally or internationally

Dedicated faculty with 
extensive  

industry experience

Network with international  
peers and professionals



CHICAGO, COMMUNICATION AND CULTURE
Chicago, Communication and Culture (CCC) is a short-term English program in Chicago for 
visitors who want to explore the city while they improve their English.

In this program, students meet for classroom language instruction in the morning, then leave 
campus for language practice and cultural activities at Chicago’s most famous attractions, 
events, and neighborhoods.

Our CCC program is for students who:
• Plan to visit the United States on a B-1 or B-2 (tourist) visa  
• Can enter the United States on a visa waiver  
• Are United States citizens or residents

Sample Custom Program Schedule
Monday – Thursday

	 9 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.	 Speaking/Listening Skills

	 10:45 a.m. - 12 p.m.	 Writing and Grammar Skills 

	 noon	 Lunch Break

	 1 p.m. - 1:45 p.m.	 Culture

	 2 p.m. - 3 p.m.	 Professional Skills Workshops

If you have a group that wants to come to Chicago, we offer customized versions of CCC to fit 
your group’s schedule and interests. The Tutorium can issue the I-20 for students in full- time 
versions of these short-term courses.

“At the Tutorium, you will find an excellent education that goes beyond 
building your language abilities. We make sure everyone feels welcome and 
safe here in Chicago. We look forward to you joining us here at the Tutorium, 
UIC, and Chicago!”

J A S O N  R O M A N O   |   C H I C A G O   |   D I R E C T O R ,  T H E  T U T O R I U M



U I C  I S  A N  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  L E A D E R  in research, scholarship, and innovation.  

Join UIC to meet the challenges and opportunities of a globally connected 21st century.

The internationalization of higher education allows us to engage in globalization, to 

understand the forces at work behind it, ultimately to provide solutions to the problems  

it creates and ways to tap its opportunities.

C H O O S E  U I C  A S  Y O U R  G L O B A L  P A R T N E R

4,000+ international 

students from 100+ countries

800+ international 

scholars from 70+ countries

190+ international

partners in 50+ countries

33,500+ total students

enrolled in 16 colleges

UIC TUTORIUM
830 S. Halsted. St. 
Addams Hall 105 (Bldg. 616) 
Chicago, Illinois 60607
tie.uic.edu/programs 
tutorium@uic.edu

UIC PROGR AMS FOR INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS
1253 S. Halsted. St., Suite 204 
Chicago, Illinois 60607
pip.uic.edu/programs 
pip@uic.edu

http://pip.uic.edu/programs
mailto:tutorium%40uic.edu?subject=
http://pip.uic.edu/programs
mailto:pip%40uic.edu?subject=
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